
A1 Friday, October 5, 2012

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — The Demo-
cratic sweep at the top of Pennsylvania’s
ballot has so energized the party that three
prospective candidates are already sending
out strong signals of interest in contesting
Republican Gov. Tom Corbett’s re-election
bid two years from now.

For the full story, see page A-2.
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They Built It
Men who
fabricated
most of
famous arch
finally get
to see it

By BEN KLEIN
bklein@timesobserver.com

Did you know that 80 percent
of the St. Louis Gateway Arch
was built right here in Warren
County?

Approximately 250 welders,
burners, machinists, fitters and
laborers of the Union Boilermak-
ers at the Pittsburgh-Des Moines
steel fabrication shop in Warren
are responsible for the 900 tons
of stainless steel — which at the
time was the largest use of stain-
less steel on a single project —
that has been the focal point of
the Jefferson National Expansion
Memorial in St. Louis, Mo., for
nearly 50 years.

Until recently, most of the men
who built the structure, now in
their 70s, 80s and 90s, hadn’t
visited the Gateway Arch.

Former Boilermakers Archie
Brittain, Donald Chambers, Ike
Erdman, Donald Gilmore, Martin
Hagstrom, James Hand, David
Maze, Ray Nelson, James
Phillips, Kenneth Wright and
Robert Youngquist made a three-
day trip to the Gateway Arch on
Nov. 14.

“At the time, it seemed like
just another job. We never
dreamed it would be this magnif-
icent and this great of a thing,”
said Wright, who worked on the
arch. “There’s nothing like this in
the whole world, and I doubt if
there ever will be anything like
this ever built.”

The International Brotherhood
of Boilermakers, headquartered
in Kansas City, Kan., arranged

Photo submitted for publication

Discussing work
Ike Erdman, right, discusses work done in Warren on the Gateway Arch with
Charles Jones, director of the Boilermaker History Preservation Department.

Photo submitted for publication

Inspecting a weld
Ike Erdman, a former Boilermaker welder for PDM, inspects a weld at the
Gateway Arch in St. Louis.

‘...The men who did the
front-end work, who crafted
the individual Arch sections
to exacting specification be-
fore shipping them to St.
Louis by rail, are part of the
monument’s history, too.’

NNeewwttoonn  JJoonneess
BBooiilleerrmmaakkeerrss  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall

pprreessiiddeenntt

Warren
wants
money
it’s owed
City Council
will pursue
King in small
claims court

By BRIAN FERRY
bferry@timesobserver.com

The Warren Convention Center Au-
thority may be defunct, but the City of
Warren is working to make sure
promises made to it are honored.

At its meeting Monday, City Coun-
cil unanimously approved a motion to
authorize City Manager Nancy
Freenock and City Solicitor Andrea
Stapleford to pursue a claim in small
claims court against developer Tim
King of Warren Development Group
(WDG).

The members of the authority col-
lectively resigned in October, pending
approval from council, leaving the
city with its liabilities of about
$9,600.

Council member John Lewis made
the motion Monday suggesting that
the city work to recover money pub-
licly promised by King and WDG to
the authority.

In a letter to the authority, King
wrote, “In our work to move forward
we will provide for repayment of all
funds advanced to the WCCA by the
City of Warren. We thank the WCCA
for their work and participation
through a very arduous period.”

In the absence of a convention cen-
ter project, the authority relied almost
exclusively on the city to pay its debts.

The amount promised may exceed

See SMALL  / A-10

See ARCH  / A-10

Security
deposit
policy
changing

By JACOB PERRYMAN
jperryman@timesobserver.com

The Warren County Housing Au-
thority’s board of directors handled a
number of financial matters at its
monthly meeting Tuesday, including
resolving issues with some security
deposit returns.

During her report, Authority Exec-
utive Director Tonya Mitchell-West-
on asked board members to take ac-
tion concerning security deposits paid
by charitable organizations on behalf
of tenants.

The issue centers on incidences in
which a charitable organization, in an
effort to get clients into housing, pays
a security deposit for a tenant.
Mitchell-Weston said, in those cases,
a number of tenants have received the
deposit back upon moving rather than
the organization that actually paid the
deposit. 

Mitchell-Weston said the welfare
office, one source which pays for se-

Housing Authority
agrees to redirect
some refunds

See SECURITY  / A-10
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Cold Front Advances Toward The East

Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

A fast-moving cold front in the middle of the country will be a focus 
for scattered rain showers as it advances eastward toward the 
East Coast.  A cooler arctic airmass will fill in behind this system, 
dropping temperatures significantly.

National forecast
Forecast highs for Friday, Nov. 23
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ChicagoChicago
36° | 41°36° | 41°

SeattleSeattle
43° | 52°43° | 52°

San FranciscoSan Francisco
50° | 72°50° | 72°

Los AngelesLos Angeles
54° | 82°54° | 82°

El PasoEl Paso
46° | 61°46° | 61°

HoustonHouston
59° | 81°59° | 81°

DenverDenver
25° | 55°25° | 55°

BillingsBillings
21° | 52°21° | 52°

AtlantaAtlanta
45° | 68°45° | 68°

MiamiMiami
54° | 75°54° | 75°

Washington D.C.Washington D.C.
37° | 61°37° | 61°

New YorkNew York
43° | 54°43° | 54°DetroitDetroit

30° | 34°30° | 34°

MinneapolisMinneapolis
25° | 32°25° | 32°

Five-Day Forecast For Warren County

Almanac Today’s Sunrise: 7:17 a.m. Sunset: 4:50 p.m.

Today
Showers
High/Low
46/29

Chance of Precip.
80%

Saturday
Snow Showers
High/Low
32/27

Chance of Precip.
60%

Sunday
Fnow Showers
High/Low
34/30

Chance of Precip.
30%

Monday
Mostly Cloudy
High/Low
38/32

Chance of Precip.
20%

Tuesday
Snow Shower
High/Low
34/28

Chance of Precip.
50%

Pool level 1,310.36 ft.
Summer pool 1,328 ft.
Maximum pool 1,365 ft.
Upstream temp 48 degrees
Downstream temp 47 degrees
Outflow 4,000 cu. ft./sec.

Note: The Tailwater Access area is closed to vehi-
cles when outflow from the dam is more than

6,000 cubic feet per second.
Outflow gate height 9.34 ft.
Gate opening unchanged

THURSDAY’S STATS
(Provided by Warren Fire Department
and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers)

Precipitation none
High 57
Low 28

ALLEGHENY RIVER LEVEL
4.30 feet and falling at 8 a.m. For new re-

port, call 726-0164

KINZUA DAM REPORT

From Page One
Small claims...
the $12,000 maximum for
small claims court. The au-
thority indicated that the
city had provided more than
$16,000 for its operations.
Freenock cautioned coun-
cil that assets located more
than 100 miles fromWarren
would be out of reach. “You
may have a jurisdictional
problem,” she said.
Two council members
said King may have local
assets.
Lewis said he hoped the
action would alert other mu-
nicipalities that might be ap-
proached by King regarding

development.
Stapleford said records
would only exist in Warren
County.
“If we file against Mr.
King, on the basis of Mr.
Lewis’ motion, the action
taken and any subsequent
judgment, if one is obtained,
would only be on record in
Warren County,” she said.
“It would not be on record
everywhere in the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylva-
nia.”
King did not respond to
email sent earlier this week.

Security...
curity deposits for low-in-
come tenants, is not permit-
ted to receive those deposits
back after a tenant moves as
it has no system in place to
receive such payments.
“I would like to give it
(the deposit money) to an-
other human services group
(instead of the tenant), so
they can help other people,”
Mitchell-Weston said, “or
put it into our scholarship
fund to help that grow.”
“I agree,” recently-ap-
pointed board member
Frank Wilcox said.
After some discussion,
board members decided to
approve releasing the funds
to a local charity rather than
to tenants who did not pay
the deposit in the first place.
Although a charity is not
named specifically in the
board’s action, discussion
centered around the Com-
munity Foundation of War-
ren County because it dis-
tributes funds to a number
of charities, and the Salva-
tion Army, which the board
believes is allowed to accept
such funds.
The authority is also
looking into refinancing the
mortgage at the property,
which will help ease month-
ly payments of approxi-
mately $20,000. According
to Mitchell-Weston, the re-
financing plan presented by
Red Capital Group, LLC.,
would reduce that payment
by approximately $8,000
per month.
Following approval by
the Canterbury board, the
refinancing plan will take
approximately four months
to close.
Despite rent and housing
subsidies totaling $780 per
month per unit at the site,

bills and maintenance have
left Canterbury operating at
a loss of tens of thousands
of dollars for the year.
Lock-out fees – the fees
tenants pay to have an au-
thority employee show up if
they lock themselves out of
their units – was changed.
Previously, tenants paid a
$5 fee for lock-out service,
but were charged addition-
ally based on mileage trav-
eled by an authority em-
ployee to a unit. The situa-
tion indirectly favored resi-
dents at Conewango Tow-
ers, as authority staff were
on-site already during busi-
ness hours and therefore did
not have to charge a fee for
mileage. Board members
approved implementation of
a $25 flat fee regardless of
unit location for all lock-out
services.
“What I’m hoping it
does,” Mitchell-Weston
said, “is discourage them
from constantly locking
themselves out and encour-
ages them to be more re-
sponsible with their keys.
Eventually we’ll have to in-
stall locks that prevent them
from locking themselves
out.”
Board members also ap-
proved raising the cost for
snow removal service by
maintenance from $15 to
$25.
They also approved
changing the wording in the
new lease set to come before
them for approval to the
state. Rent is now due on the
fifth day of the month,
rather than on the fifth busi-
ness day as it is worded
now, in an effort to simplify
bill paying for tenants by
eliminating a constantly
moving due date.

Arch in St. Louis visited...
for 11 local men to take the
trip and see the fruits of
their labor.
The Boilermakers built
the Arch sections in Warren
and large base elements
were constructed at Neville
Island in Pittsburgh while
union Ironworkers assem-
bled them on site and other
union craftsmen performed
the electrical, plumbing,
concrete and construction
work.
“Ironworkers, along with
other trades, did a masterful
job of erecting the Arch on
site. But there is another sto-
ry that has gone largely un-
told. The men who did the
front-end work, who crafted
the individual Arch sections
to exacting specification be-
fore shipping them to St.
Louis by rail, are part of the
monument’s history, too,”
Boilermakers International
President Newton Jones
said. “By organizing this
event, we hope to recognize
their contributions and se-
cure their place in history.”
Laurie Youngquist ac-
companied her grandfather,
Robert Youngquist, who
had never seen the Arch in
person, on the trip.
“It was an emotional
thing for a lot of them,” she
said. “He kept wanting to
touch it, he couldn’t believe
he was part of making such
a beautiful monument. He
never thought that what he
was building in Warren
would turn out to be such an
awesome beautiful thing.”
Ed and Karen Atwood of
Warren helped coordinate
the trip and visited the Arch
with the Boilermakers from
Warren. Karen’s father
,Walter Riggle, was a Boil-
ermaker who worked on the
Arch as a Class A welder.

He died on the job at PDM
in 1966 without ever seeing
the completed Arch.
Ed, himself a Boilermak-
er who worked for a differ-
ent employer, said they
“want to put Warren on the
map for being the people
who built the arch.”
“That’s what we wanted
to do with this trip,” he said.
At the arch grounds, the

men were greeted by televi-
sion crews and gave inter-
views about their roles
building the sections of the
630-foot-tall structure.
They rode to the top of the
arch, looked down at the
Mississippi River and
downtown St. Louis while
standing on the structure
they helped build nearly 50
years ago.

“We’ve had many re-
unions here of workers over
the years, but none quite like
this one. Many of you were
instrumental in building the
Arch, this incredible memo-
rial, yet never saw it when it
was completed,” National
Parks Service Superintend-
ent Tom Bradley told them.
“But it’s due to your hard
work that we’re here today.”

Photo submitted by Walt Atwood

Old-time photo
Posing for a photo by a production crew from Wide Awake Films of

Kansas City, Mo., using an 1851-vintage glass-plate camera at the Gate-
way Arch are PDM-Warren retired Boilermakers (from left): Robert
Youngquist of Warren; James Hand Sr. of Warren, Archie Brittain of
Youngsville, David Maze of North Warren, Donald Chambers of
Youngsville, James Phillips of Pittsfield Township, Ray Nelson of Warren,
George Probst of Youngsville, Donald Gilmore of Kane, Ken Wright of War-
ren, Martin Hagstrom of Warren, and Ike Erdman of Spring Creek Town-
ship.

Pa. told to re-check charter school scores
PHILADELPHIA (AP)
— Federal education offi-
cials have denied Pennsyl-
vania’s request to evaluate
charter school achievement
using more lenient criteria,
saying they must be as-
sessed by the same stan-
dard as traditional schools.
The rejection means
Pennsylvania cannot sub-
stitute a less stringent
method for measuring “ad-
equate yearly progress,”
the federal benchmark
known as AYP. Critics
said the formula artificially
inflated charter schools’

performance for political
reasons.
“I cannot approve this ...
because it’s not aligned
with the statute and regula-
tions,” U.S. Assistant Edu-
cation Secretary Deborah
Delisle wrote in a letter re-
leased by the state
Wednesday.
The issue surfaced in
September when Pennsyl-
vania’s latest standardized
test scores were reported.
For the first time — and
without approval from fed-
eral officials — state Edu-
cation Secretary Ronald

Tomalis treated charter
schools as districts, not in-
dividual schools.
Schools must hit certain
targets at every tested
grade level to make AYP.
But for a district to meet
the benchmark, it needs
only to hit targets in one of
three grade spans: grades
3-5, 4-6 or 9-12.
Under Pennsylvania law,
every charter school is con-
sidered its own district. So
by using the grade span
methodology, about 59
percent of charters made
AYP — a figure that sup-

porters touted, comparing
it with the 50 percent of
traditional schools that hit
the target.
Yet only 37 percent of
charters would have made
AYP under the individual
school method. Delisle or-
dered Pennsylvania to re-
evaluate charter schools’
AYP status using that stan-
dard by the end of the fall
semester.
She noted that Pennsyl-
vania can assess charters
under the district method
but only in addition to the
school method.


